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.Christian churches of all (lonomina-tionli- n

Japan have a total membership
oi' $.lo0,000. Besides these- - there aro a
great many Japanese who are familiar
with tho Bible and in part incline to
the Christian faith, although not opon-J- y

professing it. Those aro estimated
to number about ouo million. JCnny
ol' tho most prominent men of .Tapati
aro Christians, and tho influence of tho
uativo church is widespread. Of tho
150,000 church inombom thcro are 60,- -
000 ProtestJiuta, GO.000 Roman Catholics
and .'0,000 Greek Orthodox Christians.

Japan accupiea n peculiar relation to
tho Christian religion. With tho ex-
ception of northwestern Africa, it is
tho only part of tho world where Chris-
tianity, onco firmly established, was
uprooted and destroyed. It is also tho
first country in tho history of modern
missions in which nativo Christians aro
impatient of any connection with for-.oig- n

church bodies and desire an t;

occlcsiastical organization.
This spirit of independence has lod to
a movement, headed by enomios of
Christianity, for tho creation of a mod-
ern eclectic religion to bo a thoroughly
Japaueso national religion. This pro-
posal was to tako tho best from Shinto-asm- .

Confucianism, Buddhism and
Christian1, and crcato an absolutely

now religion on scientific grounds, tho
wholo thing then to. bo declared to tho
pooplo as a governmental decree.

difficulties have- blocked tho
progress of this movement, and it is
unlikely that it will ever bear fruit.

Tho movement for ecclesiastical in-
dependence among tho Japaueso Prot-
estants is already successful, thcro be-
ing independent Japaueso churches of
the Prosbytorian. Congregational, Epis-
copal and Methodist denominations.
Theso churches still sustain connections
with tho missions which founded them,
tho degree of independence varying in
tho case of each denomination.

Tho Japancso Congrcgationalists, or
Kumi-a- i churches, wero tho first to as-
sume independence, tho nature of tho
narout organization fostering tho spirit.
Tho American missionaries romain in
Japan as assistants and advisors, and
financial help from abroad is still ab-
solutely necessary. Tho Prosbytorian
and Roformcd cnurch bodies having
missions in Japan havo united their
Japancso churches into an organization
known as tho Nihon Kiristo Kyokwai,
or tho Church of Christ in Japan. This
church also has ecclesiastical indepen-
dence, and is striving to got to a point
whoro foreign financial help is no long-
er necossarj. Tho various Anglican or
Episcopal churches havo united under

tho numo jKihon Seiko Ivwai. Tho two
Baptist bodies aro practical!' united,
tho lino of division boing ovon faintor
than in tho United States. Tho threo
principal Methodist churches, that is
tho northern and southern branches of
tho Methodist Episcopal church in tho
United States and tho Methodist
Church of Canndu. caused a union of
all their churches in Japan. This was
consummated last May, and tho Meth-
odist Church of Japan is now an inde-
pendent and autonomous body under
tho guidanoo of Bishop Honda, tho
first Japancso Mothodist bishop.

All thoso movements toward church
union havo had a very encouraging

and many Japancso Christians
look forward to" tho early union of all
tho leading Protostaut bodies under tho
name of the Protestant Church of Jap-
an. Whilo the Protestant churches
show no more members than docs tho
Roman Catholic, and but twice as many
as tho Greek Catholic, the Protestant
influence is rogardod as boing predomi-
nant in Japan. This is largely due to
the fact that tho American Protestants
wero tho first missionaries to come into
tho country after it was opened, and to
tho fact that tho American missions
havo a large inflneuco among

and Japanese
pooplo on account of tho great amount
of educational and medical work which
has been dono without regard to pro-
fession of tho Christian faith by tho
recipients of tho benefits.

Tho Roman Catholic propaganda has
boon carried on, largely by French mis-
sionaries, and Iiub boon wonderfully
successful, tho real work not boing be-
gun until 1S72, or fifteen yoaro after
tho opening of tho American Protestant
missions, Of course, tho Japanese
Catholics havo no notion of an inde-
pendent church such as is possessed by
thoir Protestant brothron, as thoy
must recognize the power of tho Vatican.

Tho Ru3so-Grce- Catholic church was
really tho first Christian church to
como into Japan after tho exclusion.
Commodore Perry's oxpodition in 1853
brought with it a preachor who

to reach tho Japanoso, but
without success. Two years later tho
Russian government established a con- - !

sulato at Hakodate. In 1SG0 a young
priest named Ivan carno to tako chargo
of tho consulate church. This samo
priest, now tho venerablo Archbishop
Nicolai of Tokio, has over since led tho
missionary movement for his branch of
Christianity in Japan. Whilo his
Japancso converts recoguizo tho Metro-
politans of tho Orthodox church as su-
premo in ecclesiastical power, thcro is
but one foreign priest besides tho arch-
bishop, nnd Llicro nro thirty-eigh- t or-
dained Japanoso priests, besides ltl l
evangelists.

Undoubtedly tho Christian church in
Japan has a groater inlluenco in tho
country today than tho statistics of
membership indicate, but it is also truo
that many Japancso who profess ad- -

herenco to Christianity aro still largely
influenced by ancient practices and
thought, and tho inlluonce of Shinto,
with its ancestor worship, is mighty in
tho Japancso mind. Notwithstanding
thin fact, there aro thousands of earnest
and dovotod Japancso Christians who
nro firm in tho belief that there is
no other hopo for the futuro of Japan
than tho acceptance of tho religion of
tho Lowly Nazarono.
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Eminent Japanese who do not pro-
fess Christianity agrco that the work
dono in Japan by tho missionaries has
boon of great benefit to tho Japaneso
people, and has brought them nearer to
a realization of tho ideal of the
Brotherhood of Man. Tho Japaueso
has received, from tho American
Protestant missionary, especially, all
that ho needed to eiiip him to keep
step with the progress of modern
times. The missionary gave him educa-
tion, gave him medi".ul attention

tho adoption of Occidental medical
science bi' tho Japanese and in-
structed him in the ways of tho' outside
world. Whether tho particular Japa-
ueso who received theso things did
or did not accept the religion
preached by tho missionaries, he was
always grateful and 'always con-
siderate. Tho missionaries and tho
Japanese live together on terms of such
close friendship that neither will per-
mit criticism of tho other as a class.

It is interesting as a historical study

to look into tho onrly Christianity of
Japan. In lfi-J-- moro than 250 years
ago, that princo of missionaries, St.
Francis Xnvier, and his companion
Kaspcr, arrived in .Japan. Thoy came
on the advice of a Japanese rcfugeo
whom thoy had mot. nt tho Portuguese
colony of Goa, in India. They preached
tho faith with all tho fervor of that
great age of missions, and with such
success that within forty years thcro
wore 300,000 Christians in the land,
just twico as many as have been, gained
in tho last forty years. Tho dairnyos,
or feudal lords of one portion of tho
country, espoused Christianity, and it
becamo tho popular religion among the
higher classes of central Japan.

But ho Jesuits could not refrain
from mingling with politics, for a sepa-
ration between tho spheres of church
and state was wholly incompre-
hensible to Europeans of that epoch.
Their activity in political affairs be-

came so great that the ruling Shoguu,
who was tho first, of tho Tokugawa
family whoso last deposed scion is still
living, began to suspect them. The
Protestant Uutch Iradors who had
obtained a slight advantage with the
government did not fail to embrace,
tho opportunity to deal a blow to thoir
rivals, haled, both because the' wero
Catholics and because thoy wero Portu-
guese. Thoy told tho Shoguu that tho
Jesuits had plotted to overthrow tho
government and attach Jnpa;i to, tho
dominion of Rome. That infuriated

tho Shopun. and he began tTTT'tho Christians, and
fession of tho faith on iainaftbIr
In the years that followed &Jm
wero slaughtered wholesale, aJSJ Jtho religion was BW,mifl IIt was 235 years afl0?Soif
the present Emperor, in f7,f0moved the prohibition
Christianity, but it is saV h. JT
the first missionaries ifcountry after Perry 05found a fow persons
ritual of tho church nfC? WgT
down to them m secret bvfathers. in'r :

Contrast the Persecution f';
older day with the tolorainiA

0f E?'
Just after tho outbreak of tho &rRussia thcro was a meotine Ror tho Association of JapaJJ Uligionisls, which passed a relrU E'4
mstifying Japan's position in thn Mbide by sido assopint
Shintoists, BmldhistsSj g; B
Christians. The organization ISpermanent under it3 compShJR
title, and moots annually yi, flia
mobs damagod some Christian
in Joku. this association madelKtho losses, intending ihoreby to .JBSf
sizp tho fact that the riots ".iPlls
roliffious, and that tho ShbtoffiBBuddhists of Japan aro at pea?.
the Christmas. (C opyright , lfio sIR! redone J. Haskin.)
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0 LADIES' EMBROIDERED PLAIN HOSE. M
fully that such a result moans tho Greatest of Prico Sacrifice such concessions silk, but just enough cotton to ! Wlde variety of choice is" pro- - ' 500 PA,R IN THIS LOT- - ? LADIES' LACE EMBROIDERED HOSE. M
wo arc willing to make, so it is that on Monday you can obtain regular $1.25, j patterns onSgliliST SffiSdand "lflSfsffi'SKct'Sr "tJIK "SS nnains" P LADIES' ALL OVER LACE HOSE.
$1.50 and $2.25 silks for 89c a yard. Including tho very best h plain aud I day-ot- hers will bo 'sold in an S lla J'owslhat'1. mailer ham Curtain R LADIES' HOSE, LACE ANKLE f
fancy rough silk suitings, dainty foulards in dots, stripes and shadow novelties. ES" 'first & hand was at work m the con- - Swiss Curlains Bnttenberg Cm-- LADIES' PLAIN LISLE AND HOSE in fast Mm M'
Entire stock of 3500 yards. New stock fancy Taffetas in all colors for all kinds UmtsiT-toor- Al Wfi? I i&oT vl fh Hrlmmlna0 I SlT Srffin.0 "wSd SuS; 1 "sMcsfc Szo to wci-h-
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of Gowns. Plain aud fancy weaves of tho most desirablo kinds at the very low S appointment then and ou'll get Wlille others have simplicity as and Klat Curtains. 21, 3 yards Q LADIES' TAN HOSE in plain or lace effects T.ATrrT.q' vmrvv ttaJ i
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BoysQothiMg Mid tofis' FuriiisSilags J oa't overlook
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